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ROE HIGHWAY STAGE 8 — DR CHRIS WHITAKER — FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
Statement 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: I rise today to speak to the issue of transparency in 
government and the importance of access to information. On Tuesday, 18 August, I asked a question without 
notice in an attempt to receive information relevant to decision-making in my role as a member of Parliament. 
I was requesting that the minister, representing the Minister for Environment, table two documents. The response 
I received was — 

Given the documents have been sought under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 (WA), it is more 
appropriate that the consultation and decision making processes provided by that act are completed first 
in accordance with the act. 

With all due respect, this response should give rise to a sense of embarrassment. Not one, but two ministers have 
consented to deliver this wholly ridiculous message. The Minister for Environment and the minister who 
represents him in this chamber need to be held to account. In doing so, I ask that we all reflect on the role of the 
Legislative Council. As the Parliament website proclaims, the fundamental function of the Legislative Council is 
to gather information in order to publicise issues and monitor or comment on the government in a public forum. 
As a house of review, the Legislative Council scrutinises the administration of government departments and 
other government agencies. One of the Parliament’s responsibilities is to inform the public of, and debate, the 
government’s actions and any other matters of concern in our society. Therefore, it is imperative that the 
Legislative Council can access information in a timely manner to facilitate this. 

Through the process of asking a question, as a member of the Legislative Council in the Parliament assembled, 
I sought information to inform the debate, as per my role as a member of the Legislative Council. I was shocked 
when I got that answer. It should not, and does not matter whether anyone else is currently seeking access to the 
same information; my access should not be limited. As is stated in the long title, the Freedom of Information Act 
is — 

An Act to provide for public access to documents, and to enable the public to ensure that personal 
information in documents is accurate, complete, up to date and not misleading, and for related purposes. 

Section 3(1) of the act reads — 

The objects of this Act are to — 

(a) enable the public to participate more effectively in governing the State; and 

(b) make the persons and bodies that are responsible for State and local government more 
accountable to the public. 

Section 3(2) reads — 

The objects of this Act are to be achieved by — 

(a) creating a general right of access to State and local government documents; and 

(b) providing means to ensure that personal information held by State and local governments is 
accurate, complete, up to date and not misleading; and 

(c) requiring that certain documents concerning State and local government operations be made 
available to the public. 

It should be noted that section 3(3) of the FOI act provides — 

Nothing in this Act is intended to prevent or discourage the publication of information, or the giving of 
access to documents (including documents containing exempt matter), or the amendment of personal 
information, otherwise than under this Act if that can properly be done or is permitted or required by 
law to be done. 

Referring to the FOI act, as the minister has done in response to my reasonable request, as an excuse to block or 
delay the provision of information is contrary to the intention of the act, particularly section 3(3). 

Additionally, section 4 of the Freedom of Information Act states that agencies, meaning a minister, a public body 
or an office, have specific duties that include assisting the public to obtain access to documents and for those 
documents to be obtained promptly and at the lowest reasonable cost. Freedom of information laws should assist 
the public to obtain information about government decision-making, not provide a convenient excuse to avoid 
providing necessary information to a member of Parliament. I ask again that those documents be tabled at the 
earliest possible convenience. I have not even made them subject to FOI. I do not know who has done that and it 
does not matter. It is an inappropriate response to that question and I hope that we can correct this at the earliest 
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possible juncture because, as I have stated, the FOI act should be respected and so should my role as a member 
of this Parliament. 
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